
“Do The Right Thing”
This weeks reading: 1 Samuel 13-31, Proverbs 26-29

2A person may think their own ways are right,
    but the LORD weighs the heart.
3 To do what is right and just
    is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.
Proverbs 21:2-3

*God calls us to do THE right thing, not what we THINK the right thing is. 
God’s word is always true. His ways are always THE right thing.  The RIGHT 
THING is to OBEY. 

The problem with doing the wrong thing  …  
-Doing the wrong thing is SIN.
-Doing the wrong thing always leads to consequences.
-Doing the wrong thing once starts a cycle of wrong things. 
-Doing the wrong thing is foolish.

Proverbs 14:12
1 Samuel 13:13-14 
 
“Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices
    as much as in obeying the LORD?
To obey is better than sacrifice,
    and to heed is better than the fat of rams.
23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination,
    and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.
Because you have rejected the word of the LORD,
    he has rejected you as king.”
1 Samuel 15:22-23



DO THE RIGHT THING …
Do the Right Thing for the Right Reason. (Motive) 
“Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe.” 
Proverbs 29:25

“And I will teach you the way that is good and right. 24 But be sure to fear the LORD 
and serve him faithfully with all your heart; consider what great things he has 
done for you. 25 Yet if you persist in doing evil, both you and your king will perish.” 
1 Samuel 12:23-25 
1 Samuel 17:45-47 – Right Thing, Right Reason
1 Samuel 18:20-21- Right Thing, Wrong Reason. 

Do the Right Thing at the Right Time. (Timing)
1 Samuel 13 (Wrong Time)

Do the Right Thing the Right Way. (Integrity)
1 Samuel 15-Right thing wrong way. 
1 Samuel 24:3-13 -RIGHT THING the RIGHT WAY.

Do the Right Thing, even when it’s hard. 
“The bloodthirsty hate a person of integrity and seek to kill the upright.” 
Proverbs 29:10

“It’s not always easy to do the right thing. But, doing the right thing makes you strong,
it builds character.” -Queen Latifah

Do the Right Thing when no one is watching. 
“Integrity is doing the right thing even when no one is watching” -C.S. Lewis

So how do we DO THE RIGHT THING?
1) Learn   and Understand what the RIGHT THING IS. 

“Evildoers do not understand what is right, but those who see the Lord understand it 
fully.” Proverbs 28:5
“I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” Psalm 119:11

2) Listen   and obey the Spirit. 
1 Samuel 23:1-5 

3) Accountability  .  
“The way of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen to advice.” Proverbs 12:15

4) Don’t Make excuses. “JUST DO IT“



Stop making excuses up and DO THE RIGHT THING.  
5) When you catch yourself in the wrong…  REPENT and RENEW. 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” 
Psalm 51:10 (ESV)

Discussion Questions:
1) What examples have did you observe from the reading this week of 

examples of doing the wrong thing? Doing the right thing?
2) Share an example in your own life of a time you did the RIGHT THING but 

either in THE WRONG TIME, for THE WRONG REASON or THE WRONG 
WAY. 

3) How can you work on doing the RIGHT THING?
4) What scripture do you find helpful to remind you to do the RIGHT THING?


