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When “Holy” Isn’t Holy

Glen at ALAG 11/4/2018

“Strong” and “Weak” Christians Must Accept One Another

Romans 14:1 – “Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters.”
 Some matters are worth quarreling over because they are not disputable.

 Many matters are not worth quarreling over.

Romans 14:3: “The one who eats everything must not treat with contempt the one who does not, 
and the one who does not eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God has accepted 
them.”

What Do “The Strong” Get Wrong?

They are not showing love (14:15) - “If your brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, 
you are no longer acting in love.”

They are opposing the work of God (14:20) - “Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food.” 

They are doing the work of Satan (14:21) - “It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do 
anything else that will cause your brother or sister to fall.” 

They forget that Jesus loves and died for the weak. (14:15b): “Do not by your eating destroy 
someone for whom Christ died.”

They don't see that the motives of the weak are commendable. (14:6b): “Whoever eats meat does so
to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to 
God.”

What Do “The Weak” Get Wrong?

They are objectively wrong about the moral question. (14:14) “ I am convinced, being fully 
persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean in itself.”

They cannot distinguish between personal preference and Biblical command.  (14:1): “without 
quarreling over disputable matters.” 

They don't see that the motives of the strong are commendable. (14:6b): “Whoever eats meat does 
so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks 
to God.”

They forget that only God is the judge. (14:4): “Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To 
their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand.”

They forget that we are only justified by faith. (14:3): “the one who does not eat everything must not
judge the one who does, for God has accepted them.”
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So How Should “The Strong” Act?

1) Accept The Weak Christian (14:1): “Accept the one whose faith is weak”

2) Gently Seek To Edify Them (15:1): “ We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the 
weak.”

3) Use Your Freedom To Serve Them (15:1-3): “We who are strong ought to bear with the 
failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. Each of us should please our neighbors for 
their good, to build them up. For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The 
insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.”

How Should “The Weak” Act?

1) Don't pick a fight (14:22): “So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself
and God.”

2) Educate your conscience. (14:5b): “Each of them should be fully convinced in their own 
mind.”

Heb 5:14. “But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained 
themselves to distinguish good from evil.”

3) Until you are convinced something is right, avoid it. (14:23): “But whoever has doubts is 
condemned if they eat, because their eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come 
from faith is sin.”

1 Corinthians 10:23-24, 31-33.  “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not 
everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do anything”—but not everything is 
constructive. No one should seek their own good, but the good of others.... So whether 
you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. Do not cause anyone 
to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God—33 even as I try to please 
everyone in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that
they may be saved.”

Finally, Do This All With a Focus on Jesus.

Romans 15:5-7
15:5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of 
mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.
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