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“And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy 
people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that           
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”  Eph. 3:17-19 
 
Deeper = Wholeness 
 
“The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will 
show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be 
a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.”” Gen. 12:1-3 
 
3 ways a Christian relates to the people of the world 
 

1. Religiously isolate from the people or the world: Take your boat out of the water. 
 
“What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As 
God has said, “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.”  

Therefore, “Come out from them and be separate says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive 
you.””  2 Cor. 6:16-17 
 

• You may protect yourself from the influences of the world, but you also remove the influence of        
Jesus. 

• The salt does no good if it is kept in the shaker. The light is useless if it is never turned on. 
 

2. Become too friendly with the world, compromising with worldly way:  Sail your boat but take on water. 
 

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer 
good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of the world. A town built 
on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its 
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”  Matt. 5:13-16 
 

• You are a part of the world, but the world is also a part of you. 

• The salt is not good if it is not distinct from the food. Light is useless if it is dimmed to match the       
darkness. 

 
3. Living in the world while retaining our distinction:  Sail your boat upon the water. 

  
“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  They are not 
of the world, even as I am not of it.  Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the 
world, I have sent them into the world.  For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. My 
prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them 
may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may        
believe that you have sent me.”  John 17:15-21 
 

• You are a part of the world but you preserve, flavor and brighten the world. 

• The salt and light do their job well. 
 
Questions for lingering time: 
 

1. Do I keep myself so far away from unsaved people that I have no influence on anyone? 

2. Am I so a part of the world that I have current compromise in my life? 

3. Who among my family and friends might need a friend to bring life to them? 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/passage/?q=john+17:15-21

