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The Beatitudes
[Jesus] said:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heatrt,
for they will see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you
because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matthew 5:2-12

There are two reasons given for persecution:
e Because of righteousness

1 Peter 4:3-4, “For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living
in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They are surprised
that you do not join them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on you.”

e Because of the name of Jesus

John 15:18-21 8“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. ° If you belonged to
the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but | have chosen
you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. ?° Remember what | told you: ‘A servant is not
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my
teaching, they will obey yours also. ?* They will treat you this way because of my name, for they
do not know the one who sent me.



